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Doctor of Education, honoris causa

Distinguished Educator Advocates Education for All

Professor Colin Nelson Power, AM

Professor Power will receive the honorary degree of Doctor of Education for his dedication to
education and his contribution to advancing education for all, the reform of the education system
and improving the status of teachers internationally.

During his time as the Deputy Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) from 1999 to 2000, and Assistant Director-General for Education
from 1989 to 1998, Professor Power played a leading role within UNESCO and in the UN System in
the struggle to alleviate poverty, to defend human rights, and to protect world cultural and natural
heritage sites.

He was responsible for the overall policy and management of all UNESCO’s education and
training programmes in its Member States, including all major global and regional education
initiatives, such as the International Literacy Year, Education for All, the International Commission
on Education for the 215t Century, World Education Reports and World Teachers' Day.

Professor Power is best known academically for his research into science education and the
teaching-learning process. He received his PhD in science education from the University of
Queensland, where he is currently an Adjunct Professor, and he is also a Professor Emeritus of
Flinders University of South Australia. Professor Power has played an active role in professional
associations and in the community, including being President of the Australian Association of
Research in Education, the Commonwealth Consortium for Education and the World Education
Fellowship. He is Foundation Editor of Educational Research for Policy and Practice and also a
prolific writer with 13 books and over 250 published works on education.

In recognition of his services to education and the community, Professor Power has received
numerous awards, including being made a Member of the Order of Australia, the Moscow Medal
by presidential decree, a Fellow of the Asia-Pacific Association for Education Research, a Fellow of
the Australian College of Educators, honorary doctorates from the University of Sydney and Kazakh
State Technological University, and the Clarence McNamara Award for Excellence of service to
Australian Education.
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